176               THROUGH AN INDIAN CAMERA
of the town or city, as the case may be, and pay a
lump sum to the bureau for each lecture contracted
for. The desire or thirst for knowledge about every-
thing under the sun through these lectures is so keen
and widespread, that the subject, rather than the
lecturer receives grearter attention, to start with
and then the individual is given the widest possible
publicity. Portraits of the lecturer are shown at
practically every shop-window; leaflets and hand-
bills are distributed, giving racy accounts of the pre-
vious history and career of the lecturer concerned,
and the publicity expenses are sometimes incurred by
the lecture agents to start with, and locally they fall
on the organisations. These are for the most part
the local town-halls, which each have a forum, high
schools, colleges, normal schools for training teachers,
Free Chirches such as the Unitarian and Presbyterian
congregations, Rotary Clubs and Y.M.C.A. and
Y.W.CA.
People in America are well known to be gullible,
said Mrs. Fisher, at the meeting in the Fisher Theatre
in Detroit where I spoke, although they have learned
to take with just a fraction of a grain of salt what they
hear, and the desire for sensational talks has to a great
extent abated by the growing discrimination and desire
for facts. The American people have been deceived
more than once owing to their gullibility which en-
courages people to tell them a lot of things which
are not true. They still love racy talks with sensa-